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To Whom It May Concern,

It is with the sincerest of convictions that Dr. Oleg Manaev is most deserving of the Humphrey Award 2011 that I recommend him for this award. 

I have for over 20 years followed Dr. Manaev’s extraordinary struggle for democratic values and human rights in his native Belarus. We first met in the mid 1990s under the auspices of a yearly East-West conference organized in the former Yugoslavia. We developed a collegial relationship and personal friendship since then and I have invited him to the University of Tennessee as a visiting scholar and would be honored to have him return in that capacity. 

Dr. Manaev is a prolific and well-respected scholar, teacher and the Director of the Independent Institute of Social-Economic & Political Studies (IISEPS), which was hounded out of Belarus and whose work has thrust it and him into the limelight. He has earned the animus of the authoritarian Belarus authorities simply for being an honest scholar and vociferous defender of democratic principles. He was repeatedly interrogated and he, his family and his tenure at the university were threatened; he was harassed on issues ranging his taxes to his driver’s license.
Through his work as a surveyor of public opinion, his scholarship and presentations, he has proven the old adage that the pen (and the mind and truth) is mightier than the sword, mighty enough to make himself a target for the KGB whose unchecked arsenal continues to dangle over his head and threatens to sever it. The Soviet-style authoritarianism in his native Belarus simply cannot deal with honest scholarship or with an outspoken demand that freedom and human dignity should be the guiding principles for defining the rights of citizens. 

The latest threat against Dr. Manaev came in Fall 2010, when in response to pressure from the authorities he was told by the university’s rector that if he does not resign he will be fired. His dignified and courageous struggle has not escaped the attention of his colleagues across the globe and they came to his defense (see the enclosed (a) article by Dr. Karol Jakubowicz and (b) the Petition/Protest signed by over international 140 academics) and major general circulation media in Europe did likewise (see attached articles from Der Spiegel and Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung). 

His latest book, The Emergence of Civil Society in Independent Belarus. Sociological Experiences: 2006-2010 (Vol. III), is a re-examination of the theoretical foundations and practical implementations of civil society’s developments in Belarus, with a formulation for domestic and international strategies to strengthen this civil society. I’m afraid this will increase the ire of the authorities and bring more troubles for Dr. Manaev.

He merits a Humphrey Award not because of the harassment, threats and pressures brought against him, but because of the work he continues to do in the name of truth and justice, of human dignity and the civil rights that he strongly believes are shared by all human beings no matter where they reside. He also deserves this award, I believe, because he is the most effective spokesperson for democratizing Belarus, given his standing as a scholar and not as a polemicist.

I submit Dr. Manaev’s name for the Humphrey Award 2011 without any reservations and with the conviction that he has lived up to the highest standards of the award and that he will continue to do so. 

Please feel free to contact me at any time if you should need additional information about Dr. Manaev, beyond the materials I am submitting together with this nomination.
Sincerely,
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Dr. Peter Gross

Director and Professor

